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In a dynamic country with
challenging rates of poverty
and few public services,
PROFAMIL is the leading
provider of sexual and
reproductive health care,
advocacy, and education. 

In addition to its permanent
clinics in and around Port-
au-Prince, PROFAMIL
reaches isolated
populations through mobile
health units and a network
of health promoters. 

For more information on
PROFAMIL, please visit
profamil.org.

Essential alternative energy sources for PROFAMIL clinics
Critical mental health support for PROFAMIL staff members
Gynecological consultations, prenatal care, cancer screenings, STI
testing and treatment, birth control, and more

URGENT FUNDRAISING
CAMPAIGN

PROFAMIL Needs Your Support Today
 

In the past year, the situation in Haiti has grown even more dire.
Despite harrowing violence, political instability, a cholera outbreak,
and rampant fuel shortages, PROFAMIL staff members continue to
provide essential sexual and reproductive health care to Haitian
communities.

Without your help, PROFAMIL cannot continue their efforts. Among
other urgent needs, your donation will support:

PLEASE DONATE TODAY AT 
PROFAMILHAITI.CAUSEVOX.COM

http://profamilhaiti.causevox.com/
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An interview with 
Dr. Joseph Levelt, 

in conversation with 
FOPH Member 
Sonide Simon

Many doctors take an oath to practice integrity even
under extreme conditions. As they serve their clients,
PROFAMIL’s Medical Director Dr. Joseph Levelt and his
team do just that. Dr. Levelt spoke with FOPH member

Sonide Simon about the challenges of providing critical
sexual and reproductive care within Haiti’s current

political climate. 
 

Why did you decide to work for PROFAMIL?
 

I was fortunate to receive free education from the
government. Because the government supported me –
through tax dollars from my community – I decided I
would dedicate my time to serving and giving back to
our vulnerable population. 

What are the current challenges that you are
facing as a PROFAMIL staff member? (Note: Amid
recent insecurity, gas prices more than doubled
and terminals were taken hostage by gangs.)

 
Our greatest challenge is energy. The national electricity
is rare and not dependable. The generator is our only
source of electricity. Our reserve stock of gasoline is now
depleted. Due to budget constraints, we have never
been able to invest in a power inverter or solar panels to
have alternate energy sources.
 
We must now limit our services to those that do not
require the use of power. Think about a task as simple
as patient intake. Because our records are kept
electronically and we have no power, I must take all of
our laptops home to charge them for the next day. This
is extremely dangerous because gangs regularly stop
cars on the road to harass and steal from drivers.

"Our greatest challenge is energy [...] For exams that need extra lighting, such as
your routine Pap smear, we use the flashlights from our phones."

What is it like working within the current political
and social situation? How does the clinic function?

 
We cannot close our doors. People travel for hours, often
passing through conflict-torn areas, just to be seen by
our team. So, we must give them – at a minimum –
good, basic services. We try to provide consultations
and procedures that do not rely on machinery or strong
lighting. For exams that need extra lighting, such as your
routine Pap smear, we use the flashlights from our
phones. We cannot use our air conditioner, so we try
other means to keep patients comfortable during longer
consultations. 

Today I found a contact to help us acquire some
gasoline. We were able to conduct 45 consultations and
41 sonograms, complete 13 laboratory procedures, and
provide birth control to several patients.

Can you share a story of a memorable patient?
 

I had a patient make the hour-long trip from her house
to the clinic. On her way, she was forced to take
complicated routes to avoid the threats of gangs. I
planned on only conducting a breast exam, as my
patient had painful breasts lumps. However, she insisted
on having a same-day procedure. I had to remember
the dangerous conditions she endured to visit the clinic. I
removed the mass and sent it to the laboratory for a
biopsy. My patient was profoundly grateful. Later that
day, I found that she left me a card. I now keep the card
in my car so I am reminded to continue supporting our
patients – including this woman who could have been
killed on her way to the clinic, but still found time to write
me a thank you card. 



The situation in Haiti continues to
deteriorate. Armed gangs have
destabilized the country, choking the
supply of oil and sparking violent protests.
Thousands have been displaced, with
many Haitian families trapped at home
without access to food, water, or medical
care. 

PROFAMIL’s local income has been cut in
half, due to the violence and intermittent
closing of clinics. The organization is hard-
pressed to meet even the basics of
providing services and paying salaries. 

But with your help, PROFAMIL will be able to
continue providing the contraceptives,
gynecological and prenatal care,
pregnancy tests, HIV testing and treatment,
and breast cancer screenings so vital to
the health of the Haitian people.

CURRENT SITUATION IN HAITI
PROFAMIL doctors and staff members providing reproductive health services, family planning methods, and education.

JOIN OUR MISSION

Fundraising for non-profit entities;
Networking in person and online;
Social media campaigns;
Sexual and reproductive health advocacy;
A commitment to our values of
compassion, integrity, dedication,
inclusiveness, and accountability

Share your voice, leadership, and experience
to advocate for sexual and reproductive

health in Haiti. Join a group of friends that
understands that family planning is critical for
reducing maternal mortality, improving sexual

health, and decreasing poverty. 
 

FOPH is interested in hearing from individuals
with experience or abilities in:

 

 
Please learn more here and submit your

expression of interest along with your
resume to

friendsofprofamilhaiti@gmail.com

PLEASE DONATE TODAY AT PROFAMILHAITI.CAUSEVOX.COM

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1k3g7cNawrftf_SC9SZEls8YXqcLEXWsq/view?usp=sharing

